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Description

This is a combined synopsis/solicitation for commercial items prepared in accordance with the format in FAR Subpart 12.6.  This solicitation is issued as a Request for Quotations for computer equipment to be used by the Government of Paraguay pursuant to the Programa Umbral agreement with the United States Agency for International Development.


GENERAL REQUIREMENT


The Bilateral Agreement between The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) represented by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Government of Paraguay (GOP) has a requirement for the purchase of new computer equipment to implement the Formalization of Economic Activities (FAE) under the Paraguay Country Threshold Plan (TCP or Programa Umbral).
Paraguay TCP-FAE seeks to reduce informal economic activity through five program components that: 1) increase the formality, operational efficiency, and transparency levels within the government Tax Authority; 2) increase the number of enforced sanctions imposed for customs related crimes; 3) increase the Ministry of Finance’s internal investigative capabilities; 4) reduce the number of days and costs to open a business through simplified processing and call centers that cut through “red tape”; and 5) encourage investments in Maquila (duty-free assembly and re-export) to provide a legitimate alternative to black market activities.  In support of this effort, USAID Geographic Code 935 has been authorized for the purchase of:

-- Blade Server Type A (Qty: 1)

-- Blade Server Type B (Qty: 1)
-- Blade Chassis (Qty: 1)
-- Storage Area Network Concentrator (Qty: 1)

-- Hard Drives (Qty: 10)

-- Oracle 10G Standard Edition License

-- Plus Accessory Equipment and Software
The equipment offered must be covered by the manufacturer’s standard international warranties and Offerors must identify which authorized local dealer will provide set-up, maintenance and support services, including work on site and components as well as warranty coverage in Asuncion, Paraguay.    

Local availability of parts must be ensured. In all cases the manufacturer’s guarantee must be backed up by the manufacturer’s authorized local dealer.
All equipment and software must be new, brand name, licensed, copyright and patent protected, and delivery of anything other than such equipment and software shall be rejected and returned to the supplier at no cost to the Purchasing Agent.

The supplier must provide final delivery and installation of equipment to the Government of Paraguay office location designated by the Purchasing Agent.  Office is located in Asuncion, Paraguay.

The resulting contract type shall be firm-fixed price per item and quantity.  Anticipated payment terms are net 30 days upon delivery and acceptance by the Purchasing Agent of individual or grouped items following the payment request by the Contractor through submission of a valid voucher.  A bank payment bond may be required for any advance or down payment requests, as well as a contract performance bond of 10% of contract value, but progress payments per verification of shipping and delivery stages is negotiable.
PLEASE NOTE that USAID has authorized Geographic Code 935 that allows for the purchase of US and non-US manufactured equipment.  Geographic Code 935, "Special Free World," consists of all countries in the Free World including the cooperating country itself.  The only restrictions on noneligible end products can be reviewed in the FAR section 25.701.  In brief, products and components manufactured in Cuba, Iraq, Iran, Laos, Libya, North Korea, and Syria are not eligible.  In addition, USAID funded contracts for the purpose of providing foreign assistance are not subject to most trade agreement procedures set forth in FAR 25.4.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENT: COMPUTER EQUIPMENT

See Annex 1.  The specifications listed are general descriptions and dimensions which all Offerors must meet or surpass.  Please provide your best offer for the requested quantities of each item available that meets or exceeds the detailed specifications contained in Annex 1, Sheet A. 
DELIVERY DATE

On or before August 15, 2007 (desired).    Offerors should provide a realistic schedule of what items / quantities can be delivered by the desired delivery date, and clearly specify the proposed delivery date of any items or quantities that can only be delivered at some later date.  Delivery terms will be an important factor in offer selection and the awarded contract will contain a penalty clause for items not delivered in a timely fashion.
 
EVALUATION OF QUOTATIONS

The primary technical considerations for award of a contract will be whether the items are suitable for the intended purpose and whether they can be delivered on time.     Offerors that cannot meet the delivery date for the complete quantities or exact items may quote the best terms they can provide.  The Purchasing Agent may make one award or multiple awards, whichever is most advantageous and in the GOP’s best interest.  Offers will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

1. The Offeror is a legally established, responsible (as determined by business registration documents and past performance references), and financially capable entity (no advance or down payments are anticipated).
2. The item(s) offered must: a) comply with or exceed all minimum technical specifications as well as meet the functional purpose (i.e., matches the GOP’s needs); b) have available all needed local service support and maintenance facilities.  If offered items meet these preliminary criteria they will be further evaluated as follows:  c) be delivered on/before the desired delivery date, or as soon as possible thereafter; and d) have the lowest reasonable price and overall system cost.  Hence, award(s) will be made to a responsible Offeror(s) based on a best value determination that includes technical, local support, timely delivery, and lowest price factors.  Lowest price will be evaluated by the lowest overall cost of the aggregate sum of the item prices that include delivery and installation of the items at the office locations to be designated within the city limits of Asuncion, Paraguay, taking into account the administrative cost of multiple awards, if made.


All responsible sources may submit a quotation which shall be considered.  Offerors may bid on all or any number of individual items.  Offering different item options per category is also acceptable and will be considered per the stated evaluation criteria. 

QUOTATIONS MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING

1)   PRICE AND DELIVERY:  Present a separate price quotation for each item and quantity described, stating which of the line items is being offered, including unit prices and extended prices, inclusive of all delivery and installation charges, but excluding any Federal, State or Paraguayan sales or import taxes (the Plan Umbral project qualifies for duty free and sales tax exemptions). Prices must be presented in US Dollars.  The Purchasing Agent will handle customs clearance procedures and costs if applicable.  The quoted price must include all other shipping and costs for delivery and installation of the equipment to the Purchasing Agent’s designated point in Asuncion.  The equipment should be insured by the Offeror until such time as items are received and accepted by the Purchasing Agent in Asuncion.  Quoted prices must specify a delivery modality in Paraguay, i.e., Cost Insurance Freight (CIF) at Customs Asuncion, Paraguay or Delivered Duty Paid (DDP - available at supplier warehouse or showroom) Asuncion, Paraguay; and each item and proposed quantity must clearly state the date or dates of delivery.  If the same or similar item can be offered both CIF Customs and DDP Asuncion, Offerors should provide separate price quotes for each modality and indicate availability for delivery of each item and quantity.
2)   DESCRIPTION:  Present a detailed description of each product being proposed and how it meets or surpasses the minimum item requirements stated above, point by point.  Submit information to specifically address the competitive technical advantages and salient characteristics the equipment items proposed.  Product literature may also be provided.

3)   REFERENCES:  Provide the names and points of contacts of US Government, Government of Paraguay, or commercial customers for whom the Offeror has performed this volume of similar work in the past two (2) years.
For PRICE / DELIVERY / DESCRIPTION, Offerors must electronically submit the attached Excel technical and cost spreadsheets (Annex 1 – Sheets A and B).  Reference and other information should be submitted in MS Word documents or as scanned ADOBE documents.  Catalog material can be provided in hard, scanned or faxed copy and may be supplemented by providing product specific Internet website addresses that contain additional product information detail.


4)   DUNS AND CCR:  US Offerors: DUNS number and a statement that the Offeror has registered in the Central Contractor Registration database at www.ccr.gov.  Non-US Offerors: must request and submit Annex 2.


5)     CERTIFICATIONS:  US Offerors: Completed certifications (FAR 52.212-3).  Non-US Offerors: must request and submit Annex 2.

ANY QUESTIONS ARE DUE by 4:00 p.m., July 20th, 2007, local Asuncion time, in writing via e-mail, mail, or courier.  Identify your question as a response to solicitation number RFQ TCP/F-07-011.  Electronic submissions are encouraged.


QUOTATIONS ARE DUE by 4:00 p.m., July 31, 2007, local Asuncion time, via e-mail, fax, mail or courier.   Identify your quotation as a response to solicitation number RFQ TCP/F-07-011.  Electronic submissions are encouraged.  Offerors submitting hard copies must separate Annex 1, Sheet B in a sealed envelope, marked “Sheet B – Prices”.
ADDRESS QUESTIONS AND QUOTATIONS TO: RFQ TCPF-06-011, Rocío Gómez, Procurement Specialist, Paraguay Country Threshold Plan, Chemonics International Inc., Calle Antequera No. 730 c/ Luis A. de Herrera, Asunción, Paraguay; fax to: (595-21) 494847 to 50 (int. 226); or e-mail to: <tcpf@umbral-fae.com>

CAUTION: Late questions and quotations will not be considered.  Complete offers must be received at the location stated above by the local time and date specified.
Point of Contact

Rocío Gómez, Procurement Specialist, Phone/Fax (595-21) 444 642, (int. 226), Email <tcpf@umbral-fae.com>

Place of Performance
	Address:
	Asuncion

	Country:
	Paraguay


Note: This solicitation is issued as a Request for Quotation (RFQ).  This is a solicitation document incorporating all applicable Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) clauses and provisions that are in effect through the latest issued Federal Acquisition Circular as well as all applicable United States Agency for International Development Acquisition Regulation (AIDAR) clauses and provisions.

The provision at FAR 52.212-3, Offeror Representations and Certifications (June 2006) applies to this acquisition.     A completed, signed copy of this provision shall be submitted with any quotation. The clause at FAR 52.212-4, Contract Terms and Conditions (Sept 2005) applies to this acquisition. The clause at FAR 52.212-5, Contract Terms and Conditions Required to Implement Statutes or Executive Orders-Commercial Items (Aug 2006) applies to this acquisition. Under paragraph b, the following clauses are incorporated: 52.203-6, Restrictions on Subcontractor Sales to the Government; 52.222-19, Child Labor/Cooperation with Authorities and Remedies, 52.222-21, Prohibition of Segregated Facilities; 52.222-26, Equal Opportunity; 52.222-35, Affirmative Action for Disabled Veterans and Veterans of the Vietnam Era; 52.222-36, Affirmative Action for Workers with Disabilities; 52.222-37, Employment Reports on Disabled Veterans; 52.225-13, Restrictions on Certain Foreign Purchases; 52.225-5, Trade Agreements; and 52.232-33, Mandatory Information for Electronic Funds Transfer Payment.     In addition, 52.214-35, Submission of Offers in U.S. Currency is applicable to this acquisition.

The FAR is available on the Internet at http://acquisition.gov/far/ 
See also http://acquisition.gov/far/current/html/FARTOCP52.html#wp340130l
The AIDAR is available at http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/aidar.pdf
All applicable FAR and AIDAR clauses for simplified acquisition procedures will also be included in any resulting contract award.  This is an unrestricted acquisition using commercial item procedures under FAR Parts 12 and 13.
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